September opened with a drying wind, the sun
being still powerful though the nights and morn-
ings were becoming cooler; but just as the ground
had begun to harden, the wind changed and the
rain came down again.
On the first day of the month and the sixty-fourth
of the siege, Inglis sent out a runner with the fol-
lowing despatch:
'Lucknow, September 1.
eMy dear General,
Tour letter of the 24th July has duly reached me
in reply to mine to you of the 16th ultimo. I regret
your inability to advance at present to our relief, but
in consequence of your communication I have re-
duced the rations and with this arrangement and our
great diminution in numbers from casualties, I trust
to be able to hold out from the 20th to 25th instant.
Some stores we have been out of for the last 14 days,
and many others will be expended before the above
date. I must be frank and tell you my force is daily
diminishing from the enemy's musketry fire and our
defences are daily weaker; should the enemy make a
really determined effort to storm the place I shall
find it difficult to repulse them owing to my paucity
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